
May 15, 2020 

Dear New Covenant Family 

I have some exciting news about this Sunday’s service, and I’ll get to that in just a moment. 

Before I do, the elders have encouraged me to comment on various attitudes toward the 

Corona virus and the precautions we’ve been encouraged to take. On the one hand, I realize 

that some of us have grown weary of this pandemic. We’re “over it,” as the saying goes and 

ready to cast aside restraint and resume life as we knew it. On the other hand, some of us are 

still quite concerned about the virus and its impact on our lives and families. Those of us in this 

camp are nervous that those around us wear face masks and maintain social distancing. And 

then of course there are some of us somewhere in between. 

You are free in Christ to hold your own conviction on the Corona virus and its suggested 

precautions. However, you are not free in Christ to demand that others adapt themselves to 

your views, whichever camp you find yourself in. Above all, God’s Word commands us to “Love 

your neighbor as yourself.” Please feel free to maintain your conviction about the virus and the 

recommended precautions, but please respect the views of others in our church family who 

hold convictions that differ from yours. 

With that introduction, I want you to know that the elders have given prayerful thought to how 

we might resume our Sunday morning service at New Covenant. Based on the information that 

we have in hand, and based on our understanding of the recommended precautions, we 

believe that the most prudent way to resume our worship service is by meeting outdoors. So, 

this coming Sunday, May 17th—for those who are comfortable doing so—we’ll gather for 

worship at New Covenant with an outdoor service held in front of our pavilion. The service will 

begin at 10 am and last approximately one hour.  

Here are some specific guidelines that we would like our church family to follow: 

• If you are an older person with underlying, at-risk health conditions, please remain at 

home until the risk to your health has subsided. We will follow this closely in the coming 

weeks. 

• If you are not feeling well, running a fever or have a cough, please stay at home. 

• Please do not shake hands or hug and make sure you maintain six feet of distance. 

• No coffee will be served. Please feel free to bring your own coffee from home. 

• There will be no Sunday school or nursery. 

• Please sit in clusters with your family. The purpose of this seating arrangement is to 

minimize any risk to others. 

• We ask that your small children remain with you at all times. We understand the 

challenge of having a small child sit in one place for an hour. Our goal is that the service 

would be reverent in worship but casual in atmosphere. Parents, please feel free to 



bring blankets, strollers, toys, snacks, books, or whatever your child needs to make it a 

more comfortable experience. 

• Please utilize the hand sanitizer provided for you. 

• Those who wish to may participate in their vehicles from the parking lot. And those who 

wish to remain out of the sun may participate from the front porch of our Sunday school 

building. 

• The church will provide folding chairs for your family to use. However, you might wish to 

bring your own (more comfortable) lawn chairs from home. 

Allow me to stress that this Sunday’s gathering is for those who feel comfortable doing so! For 

those who prefer to remain at home, an audio recording of this week’s service will be posted to 

our website by 1 pm. 

Thank you for your understanding with this difficult decision. I look forward to seeing you 

Sunday! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Rob 


